
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Barrier Possible Solution 

 

I’ll never get through all 

the content 

1) Spend class time only on the most critically important and conceptually 

difficult parts of the notes, leaving the students to cover the rest for 

themselves.  

2) Incorporate quick questioning, individual or paired activities for more 

meaningful processing time 

 

 

I’ll lose control of the class 

1) Develop and practice routines and signals for transitioning 

2) Make expectations clear and review these expectations regularly  

3) Incorporate behavior points for being on task  

 

 

Students don’t 

understand material 

independently 

1) Skill development takes practice 

2) Provide opportunities for correcting work  

3) Classroom discussions and modeling of main ideas 

4) Have students provide meaningful feedback in groups 

 

 

Students hated it 

1) Reinforce the effectiveness of active learning and how it helps students learn 

better 

2) Eg “Unless you're a Zen monk, you can't sit still and keep your mind 

focused on one thing for more than a few minutes. In lectures your attention 

drifts, first for short intervals, then for longer ones, and by the end of a 

straight 50-minute lecture you're probably getting less than 20% of what's 

being said. Doing something active from time to time during the lecture 

substantially increases the amount of information you actually get. It also 

cuts way down on boredom.” 

 

 

Unequal work distribution 

1) Assign both individual and group points 

2) Assign group roles and responsibilities (individual accountability) 

3) Provide goal-setting and reflection sheets (group accountability) 

4) Listing common problems and brainstorming solutions with class 

 

 

Results are of poor quality 

1) Group designed standards and expectations used for grading 

2) Developing rubric as a class or review rubric with class 

3) Have students grade own assignments using rubric 

 

 

Content not learned  

1) Provide practice assignments as homework that reviews main ideas and 

content 

2) Reinforce that each student will be quizzed on all content 

 


